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\_// The Harvest Moon, 1114

MARCUS FLAVIUS ORESTES,
EMPEROR. OF SOLINARIA, ASSASSINATED

Solinarian €mperor Marcus
Flavius Orgstes was
assassinated inside ong of

New Calgndalg’s taverns in

theg Shigld Moon of 1114 during
his visit to honor and pag
homagg to the fallen Corax
lggion. €mperor Marcus
Flavius Orgstes was known by
mang titles across Solinaria, as
announced by his herald: Most
Csteemed Bengficgnee, Uniter
of the Sgven Tribes, Smiled
apon by the 22, The dquila of
Hdraveth, Savior of dolinaria,
The lsion of the West, and the
Father of the Solinarian People.

€mpgeror Orgstes was
assassinated in the doorway
of the back room of The Seroll
& Pragon on a Spirits Pay
night, the sgcond night of the
Shigld Moon, silgncing the
merrgmaking festivities of the
local alchgmical guild’s bazaar and circus act.

The treachery happened so quickly many townsfolk had no
clug what was unfolding beforg their ¢ges until not ong, not
two, but five bodigs laid dead inside the tavern’s doors.

The €mperor himself fell, stabbed sgveral times inside the
doorframge that sgparategs the backroom from thg main room
of the Seroll & Pragon. Two of the €mperor’s personal body
guards laid dead on gither sideg of him. Sgveral feet away,
closer to the main doors of the tavern, laid two of the Twin
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Ringdom’s own Rogal Guard
with the Order of the Golden
Briar.

Sgveral townsfolk quickly ran
to the €mperor Orgstes’ side

in gfforts to heal the forgign
ralgr, both though pious and
mundang means, bat all gfforts
failed. Whispers quickly spread
by the townsfolk accused both
the ruler’s personal guards and
theg Royal Guards of using a
deadly poison.

Two members of the Emperor’s
gntourage managed to survive
the attack: a femalg body guard
and his ddvisor, who could

be heard loudly wailing, “He’s
dead, I trigd to warn him.”

Both grief strickegn survivors
slumped over their master’s
body in tears. New Calgndale’s
Town Guard protectively gncireled the two and gscorted
them out of the tavern to an undisclosed location. It is not
known whether theg remain in the Twin Kingdoms, rejoined
with the Hquila Iggion who accompanigd the gmperor
across theg border, or were sent back to Solinaria.

Word of the €mpgeror’s death spread quickly as wild firg as
a declaration of war was dglivered to New Calgndalg ander
a whitg trucg flag on dunsday morning, allggedly voted
apon unanimously by theg dolinarian Segnators.

- Beatrice loain
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* Make the Time ©

The assassination of the €mperor happened fast and with
deadly ¢fficigncy. I could only wateh in horror as the
murder happened mere feet from me and Valgria as she
was walking over so we could discuss theg very real danger
of an attempt upon his life and how to possibly prevent

it. We werge too late. By the speed at which the €Empgeror
succumbed to what should not havg begen a fatal wound,

at Igast to these trained gyes, | immediately suspeeted the
method used and that hg would be staging within Negoro’s
gmbracg. €vgn now, | can still hear the sereams of the two
surviving devoted women who sgrved him faithfully, erging
in dgspair by his sidg. Therg was nothing more | could do
for them at the time other than provide gscort with the Town
@Quard to get them to safety. Then they could take the time
to mourn without fearing for their own livegs in the Tavern.

Hfter we lgft the women, we madg our wag to Marquis
Samugl’s manor to lgt him know what had happegned in The
Scroll and Pragon. tlg was not homge; we lgft an urgent
message and retarned to the Tavern to wait. €vergong was
on gdge as we waited angiously for ang of thg nobility to
arriveg. It was not long beforg a portal opegned up in the bar
and Marquis damugl rushed through in a disheveled state.
He said heg had gottegn our message and had just arrived
from Manasarwati, wherg hg had been visiting {Inindita’s
family. te quickly sat down at the table, requested a drink,
and asked us to tell him gverything that had happened,
Igaving out no detail.

Valgria took the Igad and relaged the relgvant information,
including somge of what the €mperor’s spirit had spoken
to William. Because | had beegn erouched next to William

I had heard the words then, words that had confirmed my
diagnosis. | shargd them with the Marquis and he agreed.
There was nothing that could have been dong.

Samugl took a healthy swig of his drink and mulled over
what he had Igarngd. {Ifter a few moments, he said that the
news was dirg. e said that after he was dong at the Tavern
he would be Igaving immediately via portal to Vondara

to deliver theg ngws dirgetly to Queen Nghgmiah and Ring
lsgopold. When he was dong in Vondara he would be
going to dolinaria under flag of truee to rgpresent the Twin
Ringdoms under diplomatic nggotiations. Marquis Samugl

was visibly troubled, but said that heg should be all right
because the Solinarians should honor the truee.

It was his ngxt words that, as a father-to-be, really
illustrated just how ominous the circumstanegs werg should
dolinaria declarg war and begin to invadg. Samaugl said,
“Po what gou havg to do to proteet gour loved ongs and
familigs. If that means Igaving thg country, know that gour
nobility will not hold it against you.” tlg then wished us to
be safe.

dfter | lgft the Tavern that night, | took a long walk to take
the timg to meditatg on what was truly important to me. {Is
I mentally rengwed my vow to proteet those | carg about

in whatgver wag [ think | am best ablg to, | reflected on the
following:

When was the last time gou told gour family and close
frignds that you loved them?

Whilg slavery is illggal in the Twin Ringdoms, in Solinaria it
is not. Therg will be those that would not hesitate to capture
ang ong of us and sell us into the slave trade. Should

that happen, it could be the last timg you sgg angong you
know. What if instead of being captured, you or a loved ong
werg Killgd in the fighting and did not retarn from Neggoro’s
Realm? {Iny day could be the day that when gou part, it will
be for the last timeg. Then it will be too latg to tell them how
mueh they have meant to gou over the years.

The gift of timg is immeasurable. It shows somegong how
mueh you carg, that they arg that important to gou that gou
havg madg the time to bg with them, regardlgss of how small.
Mang times it is our actions, not just our words, that really
spgak what we arg afraid to sayg aloud, what is in our hearts.

For mang of us, gxpressing thosg feelings is not an gasy
task; therg arg times [ struggle with it myself. If gou find

it too hard, then just simply spend timg with them. Talk to
them. leisten to them. Undgrstand them. Build mgmorigs.
Really be there, in that moment, with that person. &pend

it wisgly, becausg that is a momgnt that gou will ngver get
back.

Mag frrawigl blgss gour dreams,

~ Onyy Tiggr@gg\)

Studgnt and Pisciple of Wrrawigl
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Clericg OF All Jzaitﬁs)
Come o Decisiop

In an unpreeedented gathering of cleries of all faiths in
Vondara, it was unanimously decided by all churches to
declarg opegn war against not only Ravargk’s followers,
but Ravargk himself as well. This megting of high clerics
was also attended by our own Ring lsgopold (who sgegmed
completely fing in the wake of the attacks garligr this year,
amid rumors of injury).
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logt it bg known across thg Ringdom: By Peeree of Ring
lsgopold, Queen Nghgmiah, and a council of High Cleries
of The Trug 22, Ravargk and his heretic followers are to be
shown no merey, and must beg slaughtered to a man.

It has been noted in the past, some were aceusing
individuals of following Ravargk, and using it as a pretense
for murder. If this dgplorablg action is committed, the
punishment will bg morg than sgvere.

Al of Hdraveth sgems to be gathering for war against the
foregs of Ravargk and his followers. {Is of this writing,
Hgoria, (I'Hazir, Sgkhem, and Ippon have all declared overt
hostilitics towards Ravargk and his followers. Glory to The
Trug 22!

~ Vorgl Valken
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Lew Threat fo the TXagjcally Gifted

| writg this as a cautionary matter, to proteet and safeguard
the peopleg of New Calgndalg and all thosg who possgs at
Igast arcang if not magical strgngth. On the 3rd day of the
Shigld Moon, ong of our aspiring goung mages was terribly
assaulted. What follows is an account of that attack,
transcribed with permission of the vietim. If gou arg faint
of heart or sgnsitiveg to the wogs of othgrs you may want

to skip this articlg but know I writg this not for profit but to
proteet gou, dear reader. Regad on and beg warned.

| sat down with theg magg in qugstion and beggan with

asking them quite bluntly if they were willing to sharg their
gxperigneeg. The person in qugstion drew their cloak tightly
about themsglf and took a steadying draw on their pipe
beforg looking me dirgetly in the ¢ye and displaging the fire
at the corg of their naturg beforg rgsponding.

“The information ngeds to bg known.”

The present attack sgems to be the latgst in a serigs of
attacks streteching back we do not get know how long. In the
€lder’s Moon, a master of glemental firg named €ric found
himself in New Calgndale and claimed to have completely
lost his ability to manipulatg it.

“losing any conngetion to gour glgment is complicated,”
admitted the vietim after a moment’s hesitation. The
supposed master had begen gseorted to the Twin Ringdoms’
Magges GQuild wherg the €merald Scarves set about
qugstioning and investigating the matter. Though we arg
not awarg of the methods used to validate or disprove
€ric’s story, we arg awarg the official word by the guild was
that it was a hoax.

There is a bittgrngss then as we discuss this part as we
arg now too painfully awarg that it is certainly not a hoag.
“There arg no words to deseribe how 1 feel,” the vietim
gxplaingd, their voieg an gvgn mix of rgsgntment and loss.

We took a moment then, to
lgt gmotions s¢ttlg and their
thoughts to collget before
wg pushged on into their
specific attack.

The present
attack sgems to
bg the latgst in a

sgrigs of attacks
Sunsdagy the 3rd, an

apprenticing magg by the

namg of Xavigr camg to New
Calgndalg with the intgntion



of lgading the victim to a meet with Master Hlonsius.
Though such megtings arg uncommon, Xavier's familiarity
with Master {lonsius and thg amicablg relationship between
studgnt and master did not causg reason for alarm. Still
Xavigr and our unnamed magg did travel with ong of the
magge’s good friends to the undisclosed location.

What follows next had to be pigeed together by sgecondary
witngss reports and conversations with those presegnt there
after. What is known is that Xavigr and the vietim’s frignd
raced back to Town Proper calling for help and algrting the

gathered to the danger the victim was in. Without hesitation,

the victim’s closgst and deargst raced to their aid whilg the
guard assgmbled a sgcond support team to follow closg
behind.

“Ngxt thing | kngw, | woke up on a tablg with Valgria
sergaming for me to get up.” The tablg she awoke on was
littered with potion vials, somg opgn and gxpanded, others
get to be used.

“I raced outside and saw them
degad on the ground... my
family.” They took a moment to
wipg the tears from their ¢ges
and despite my saying they
could takg a moment to collget
themselves, the vietim pushed
on. “I flew into a rage and
raced back in.”

The conflict was bitter
and terriblg with the
surviving guard and
regscugrs returning

to town bloody and

“€veryg morning | wake ap. I try to call it and | cannot. The
idea of it is lost to me.”

At this point | asked them what magy be the most painful
qugstion. “Po you intgnd to Keep Igarning firg?”

“dbsolutely,” they affirmed. “The Firg is a part of me. |
have faith in it.” They impressed to me that this would not
break them nor their dedication to Firg or its passion. {1t
which point [ thanked them for being willing to relive such
a traumatic gxperigneg and sharing it with meg and gou our
readers.

“l agreed to this to help others.”
MInd we thank them for their great bravery.

This lgaves many unanswered guestions. Though defeated
by the Guard it is uncertain if this assailant was dispatched.
Morg alarming is the possibility that the attacker was not
along. They arg said to have had compatriots, though
whether simply guard or co-conspirators,
nong now Know. What is the significancg of
theg potions used in theg procegss? Was this the
act of a mad alchgmist or rogug mage? Was
the targeting of two firg magges deliberate or
coincidegntal? Most alarming, perhaps, arg the
assailant’s plans limited to thosg of an arcang
background or arg others ablg to manipulate
magic of gqual danger?

brokegn but it wasn’t

The conflict was bitter and
terriblg with the surviving
guard and rgscugrs returning
to town bloody and broken but tai d
it wasn’t until then that the trug asceriainea.

cost had beegn ascertaingd.

until then that the
trug cost had begegn

There arg simply too many qugstions and until
morg is brought to light | can only impregss
apon you, my regaders, to bg wary in these
turbulegnt timgs. Reegp to thosg you know,
travel not along if gyou can help it, and as gver
be algrt. When | asked the vietim if there was

“I had a terrible splitting

hegadachg and though

inspected by healers they could find nothing physically
wrong with mg. Then | was asked what | could remember...”

They held back tears at this point. “I cannot degseribe
the feeling of not knowing somgething that was so simple
before... just gong.”

The most reegnt spell they had Igarned, taught to them by
master dlonsius, was gong from their mgmory and as of the
time of this writing it has still not returned.

anything ¢lse they wanted to add in conclusion,
they said this.

“Ngver undgergstimate the power of knowlgdge and how lost
gou arg without it.”

At the time of this writing, no official rgsponsg from the
Mages Guild nor masters that the Chronicle attempted to
contact could bg solieited.

~Codicigr Stong
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Hlchemist, JXerchapt, apd Low
Xaster Wlaler TX2age

For those of us who wigld the arcang power, there is no
greater achigvgment than being granted the title of Master of
ong of theg numerous branchgs of the arcang arts. In order
to reach this lgvel it takes sgveral years of intgnse study
and practicg. That is why it is such a big deal when this
happens.

On the sgeond dag of the Shigld Moon 1114, New Calgndale
regsident, Zodimar, was recognized as a Master Water Mage.
Master Zodimar is an €xpert Wlchgmist, Knowlgdgable
Scholar, Talgnted Merchant, and all around deegnt guy

who a few moons previously was ablg to finish the list of
requirgments that ong ngeds to complgte to garn the title.
The last task was to Igarn the very last and most dangerous
spell in ang school of magic. Master Zodimar was ablg to do
this by having a Igsson with a Water €lemental. This is why
the €lgmental in qugstion was in Ngw Calandalg, though he
was a lot Igss violgnt than the Fire €legmental who camg for
Master Higrander Maglock. In order to do this they needed
a target which, in this casg, was gours truly. Beforg the

final spell was cast | was given protection from theg school
of Water. dfter that, it was just a matter of doing a lot of
paperwork and getting that all filed beforg Master Zodimar
could bg officially callgd Master. Hg is gestatic about this
becausg he has mastered a school of magic that is dear to
him as it is ong of thg schools his father was an gxpert in
and hg wants to makg his father proud.

When asked abouat his childhood he had this to say. “What
was my childhood likg? | was born and raised in the Rotal
Forgst. My father (@raffen Qutjkex) traingd me in hunting,
tracking, and farming. tg also taught me to respeet all
forms of natureg. g was thg ong who saw my gift for the
arcang arts and pushed me to begin my studigs in them. |
choose Water magic as it was his first school of magic. | lgft
homeg to gxplorg the world and did so for mang years before
coming to New Calegndale.”

With such a tremegndous gvent occurring ong has to ask
what negxt. Master Zodimar is working towards beecoming

an €mgerald Scarf, which for those of you who do not know,
is a megmber of a specialized branch of the Mages Guild.
The €merald Scarves, focus on rgsgarching, analyzing,
documenting, and cataloging knowledge of the arcang

arts and its mang applications. Mgmbers of this group arg
among the ¢litg of the Magges Guild. Furthgrmorg, Master
Zodimar is looking forward to teaching the school of water
to othgrs and hg is working on attaining certifications in the

schools of €arth and €nchantment. Congratulations Master
Zodimar and best of luck in gour futurg gndeavors.
- Brandan lachlan
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Demop Defeated

The Chaos Pemon wreaks havoe again! (s | stipulated in

my last articlg, this dgmon could comg back sineg it was not
defeated. Howgver, this infernal ereaturg faced a much figreer
fog this timeg around. (s the citizens of New Calgndalg faced
theg samg dgmon from a Moon’s timeg ago, they werg much better
gquipped to face this fog head on. The dgmon had comge with
somg infernal imps and wanted to sge nothing bat the town
slain for its part in the fatg that had befallgn its family.

s | heard from othgrs, this infernal ergaturg started to attack
full foreg with its fists, full of firg, lashing out at angong in its
path. The imps seemed to insidiously attack thosg that got
closg gnough to thegm. {Is the townsfolk rallied together, the
demon cast different types of magic. Since the ergature was
anaffected by any type of glemental magic, warriors to monks
to fighters started to attack it with their wgapons and powerful
skills that they usually employed. It sggmed to do the triek.
Hfter the imps werge slain by the citizegns, they conegntrated
their gfforts upon the dgmon. Hegaving and out of breath, the
demon trigd to attack the people of New Calgndalg but to no
avail. Thereg werg so mang upon him with magic weapons and
normal wgapons alike that it did not make a differgnce what
that demon did. In the gnd, it died with many sword blows
cutting its flgsh, blgeding out in sgveral hundred placgs.

lsgt it bg known that the citizgns of New Calgndalg can
accomplish anything if they put their minds and their muscles
to the testll

- S¢bastian Wolf




Worsbip of
The Lew ILiord
Outlawed in

Al ﬁaéir!

In an unprecedented

movg by the Grand Sultan
of Al'tlazir, {li lassan
Whkmed had officially
deelared worship of The
New lord illggall This
decision was madge with the

backings of many churches,

including thosg of Mhizrak
and Jeredith. The military
of 'azir has begun to
mobilizg in assisting these
churchgs in opgrations to
regmovg the roots of The
New lsord, and dgstroy

the powerful ergatures

he controls. {In attgmpt

is being madg to destroy
the chalicgs that have
bgegn converting innoegnt
citizgns, but a greater
focus is bging maintaingd
towards a full gradication
of anygthing and angong
following The New lsord.

- Hlaadren Thistle

geﬁﬁem's)
Tiegiops’ op the

Xarch!

Hfter an attgmpt on
€mpgeror Ramashtop’s life
by followgrs of Ravargk,
the €mperor’s Council
advised the ehureh be
foreibly removed from
the country. With Grand
Gengral Nghoten busy
with the war against
{goria in thg north, it is
sgeming likg Arechmage
Notegp will take the rgins
of the vast S¢khemite
lggions. frchmage
Notgp is rumored to be
ong of theg most powerful
Neeromaneers {ddraveth
has gver seegn, and is
lgading his undgad
army into the dgserts to
gradicatg any and all that
would stand against the
Trug 22.

~Falvitor Hailg

Pirates op ihe ﬁgﬁ ﬁeas)!

{Inygong who’s begegn spegnding any amount of timeg near the

Port of Ngw Calgndale can attest to just how erowded the

port is becoming! Sailors who have been coming in from all
dirgctions have bgen talking about how they’'ve sgen a hugely
inergased amount of piratg activity on the open segas. This is
sure to impact trade for moons to come. There has been talk
of merchants hiring various meregnary companigs to provide
added seeurity for somg ngarby storghouses in the arga of the
port.

- Tysinni Ysang

judge Corporal becomes
Tasler Force Taqe

For those of us who wigld the powers arcang therg is no
greater achigvgment then being granted the title of Master of
ong of thg numgerous branchgs of theg arcang arts. In order
to reach this Igvel it takes sgveral gears of intgnse study
and practicg. That is why it is such a big degal when this
happens.

On the sgecond dagy of the Shigld Moon 1114, New Calgndale
reegived a negw Master Foreg Magge in the form of Judge
Corporal Saringo. He is a veteran of sgveral wars and is
an gxpert in the arts of the monk. The list of requirgments
to attain Foreg mastery is shrouded in mystery which is
furthered by the fact that therg is no known €lgmental for
foreg magic.

When heg was asked why heg chosg this particular school

of magic, daringo answgred with the following. “I began
my study of magic after the death of my cousin, Rakem,

to the Arrawiglian prophgcy of the return of the lsord of
Nightmargs. We both got caught up in it at the time and the
prophgey forgtold of the dgath ong of us. Knowing his time
was soon, hg gavg meg a megmento and in return [ wished

to continug his dregam of studying all thg arcang magies. |
began my study under his old forcg magge teacher, Nithia,
and when she ngeded to retarn to dzat, [ studied ander her
frignd furglian. | chose Foreg out of acadegmie curiosity
to start somegwhere and convenigneg of familiarity with
somgong who had had my latg cousin as a student.”

| asked what his plans arg for the futurg now that he has
achigved the pinnacleg of ong of his crafts. Master Saringo
said, “Bly plans for the future areg to continug my studigs
and dgbatgs, and pursug my own qugstions into how the
arcang functions at a veryg basic Igvel.”

- Brandan lachlan



Potiops apd Kevelry

®id you, dear reader, partake in goods fing and fair or gnjoy
theg merriment and wondgr-making on the gve of the 2nd day of
the Shigld Moon?

I speak, if you do not reeall, of the lchgmical Bazaar
organized and produced by the Ngw Calgndalg branch of the
Twin Ringdom’s {lchegmist Guild. Though originally scheduled
to oceur in the Blood Moon, theg bazaar was delaged dug

to reconstruction gfforts and launched in the Shigld Moon
instead.

Portunately the fichemist Guild capitalized on the delay,
using the additional timg to spread word of the bazaar and,
perhaps best of all, hiring the Cirque P¢’ €lantrai to perform
and gntertain - a first in the town of New Calgndalg or gven the
region of Punford Bagy.

On display throughout lord Marque Samugel’s Seroll and
Pragon werg merchandise crafted with gregptional skill from
rgsources acquirgd at no small risk to the erafters. On display
werg potions and oils, scrolls and swords, and gxotic foods
transported or reergated, with both merchants and artisans
taking special orders for future salgs.

Howgver it was not just megrehants and patrons haggling
ovgr coin but a celgbration as well. Using the time gained by
moving the dlchegmist’s Bazaar to the Shigld Moon, the Guild
lgad contracted the Cirque P¢’ €lantrai for gntertainment

and merriment. They presented games both of chaneg and
skill, dancing lights, song, and gvegn a puppet show. Not to be
outdong, the Circus also asked the gathered to participate in
the festivitigs, inviting peoplge to spin a garn or perform their

own uniqug skills [gading to the realization of Rhalarinth’s
fantastic singing voicg which turngd a bard or two green with
envy. lsgt us not forget, ¢ither, the auction. No tradge slaves
here, my frignd, but a whimsical chancg to win a datg with some
of thg town’s handsomg men and fair ladigs.

Il this, amazingly gnough, was not the highlight of the gve.
Owing to the good fortung of €lantrai and New Calgndale’s
positioning on the coast, wg werg met not just with local
merchants and artisans, but thosg from very far awag.
Merchants not common to the region of Calgndalg took time to
peddle their wargs and fill their storgs with tradgsmen from as
far away as Rrevehi joining us in the latg hours to tradg coin
and wit. Still, all this palgs in comparison to the patronagge of
theg Solinarian €mperor, who filled the room with his booming
laughter and magnanimous pregsgncg!

If you werg not there, my dear reader, [ am sorry for gou, for it
was a wondgrful gvegnt that saw mang Igave with light pursges,
heavy pockets, and broad smilgs. Though | know not now what
the future will hold for the endgavors of the Wlchegmist Quild,
sourcgs within the guild halls indicateg they intend this to bg an
annual affair. Maghaps, dear reader, | will sge you next year
with a potion in hand and a smilg on your facg.

- Codicigr Stong




Lifg

The cold hath flown away,

For theg warmth hath comg to stag.
M heated peril on gxistence flow,
To seg our lifg begin to grow.

I sgg our timg has lgft itself

a mourning bregadth of home,
Bat now returned to joy we arg
For we arg not along.

Our lives, ong lifg together here
No matter what mag comg,

For you and | arg now but ong
{nd lifg has just begun!

Never Igt fear ignite

For life’s long love will win the fight,
For when we are togegther now,
€xistgncg must stop to takeg a bow.

To our great bond, nong can compare,
For ang who try lgarn fast, bewarg

Of who wg arg as ong and so it is

That nong would gver darg.

Shadows run when our light shings out.

Our lifg a beacon of hope
To others who fear gternity solgmn
{Ind have not found ong for home.

Happingss of life and love tonight
{rg the stronggest foregs herg.

logt nO ong stop your heart and soul
From removing yourself from fear.

Tqar)derer 'S ﬂeveries)
dlv Shadow-Walker

Love

Jou havg stolgn my heart,

| hatg when we arg apart.

My soul crigs out now,

You don’t know for just how.

Muach I tralyg love thege.

Can you see?

My heart desirgs gours to return
€ach night to blgss my life.

For gou rid my life of strife.

Never lgave my sidg,

You arg why I'm still alive.

My darkngss ¢bbs at the sound of gour voicg.
My pain subsidgs at thg thought of gour name.
My life was in flux, my soul torn.

Now that you arg here, my gxistgncg mended.
Please.

| hope you see.

UJou have freed me.



Opep Your 1Dipd

Somgething | haveg bgegn noticing a lot of in New Calandale
is a bias towards pgoplg basgd on their racial or cultural
backgrounds. This really gets under my skin for segveral
reasons. First,it is such a stupid phgnomegnon gspecially
in a Ringdom where we have a such diverse population.
Sgcond, most of the supposed reasons for any sort of bias
arg mostly basgd on misinformation and rumor, not from angy
real fact, though admittedly someg may comg from somg bad
gxrperignegs. Third, if gou cannot tell, | am a Half-€1f of the
@Quari persuasion. | have gotten ridiculed a lot during

my short lifg because my pargnts fell in love, werg

marrigd, and had me.

lsgt’s address gach in order shall we. The Twin
Ringdoms is a great placg to live and ong of the reasons
for that is because we have peoplg of all shapgs and
sizgs. | defing people as being any segntignt beging

from a distinet cultural group varyging angwhere from
tribal groups like the Tribgsmen of the North to morg
organized cultural structures like {Igoria. Why is this
ong of the reasons for the Twin Ringdoms being a great
placg to live? It is in the Ringdom’s motto, With Unity
Comes Strength, With Strgngth Comes Prosperity. It is
from the unity eregated by having people from different

Blatant bias
against pgoplg
for intangiblg
factors like their
racial and cultural
backgrounds arg
sgrious problgms
that nged to bg
dealt with.

savages, simply different. Though | did have initial rgservations
about them, it took a willingngss to kReep an opegn mind, and
sgveral conversations with Rus legbadger and Rehan Standing
€Ik for me to lgt g0 of those biasegs against Tribgsmen that |
had been raised with. Thesg arg only a handful of somg of the
reasons for why there is bias against different peoples.

Like | stated, | am often gxposed to such bias against myself
because | am a Half-€lf. Because of this many have sgen me as
somghow Igsser than if | had begegn born a full blooded megmber
of either of my parent’s racgs. [ find that to be a small-minded
way of looking at it. The wagy [ see it is | have the qualitigs of
both racgs, similar though they
may bg. Whether this is for good
or for ill has yet to be seen, for
my story is not yet finished.

Bat still it is an odd thing if you
think about it. The Guari €lves
of Vondara and theg Hlumans of
Breckendorf founded this great
nation. It was thegsg two sgparate
partigs that camg toggther to
makg this our beloved Twin
Ringdoms. It was theg union by
marriageg of the Princg Jorrin

of Breeckendorf and Princess

cultural and racial backgrounds living and working

together that the Twin Ringdoms is such a prospgrous

land. Bias against an individual based on somgthing such as
wherg theg wereg born and their cultural background is thus a
blight on this Ringdom begcausg it gats away at theg harmongy
between people of differgnt backgrounds and wegakens us all.

The segcond point | had stated was that most of the

supposed reasons for any sort of bias arg mostly based on
misinformation and rumor, not from ang real fact. Ong such
rumor is that Pixigs arg unablg to keep still long gnough to
give an opinion. If angong has met Virika Yavari Nechyeste or
gven Hazel Nightshadg, they would know that is not the case
as both of them arg ablg to have a solid conversation without
drifting off topic. Whilg admittedly [ sometimes find the Fag

to bg odd, it has morg to do with them seging the world in a
different way and it is interesting to try and sge the world
through their ¢yes. Then we havg the beligf that the Tribgsman
arg uncivilized savaggs. That is not trug; they have a different
cultural foundation that gives them a different vigwpoint. They
follow theg way of theg Spirits which makegs them morg in tung
with both the natural and spiritual worlds. They do not have the
samg cultural valugs and intgrests that other racgs have grown
into, such as literature, the freang rts, Piving Prayer, or the
conegpt of property. This dogs not makegs them uncivilized or

Meregnwyn of Vondara that
started this kingdom and they
werg the first Ring and Qugen of this United Kingdom. Their ling
still rulgs this Ringdom and it is ong of Half-€lvgs. Yget there is
still mueh bias for Half €lvgs here.

The Guari €lves of Vondara and the HHumans of Breckendorf
camg together to make our beloved Twin Ringdoms by the
marriage of Princg Jorrin of Breckendorf and Princess
Meregnwygn of Vondara, our first Ring and Queen. Their ling still
rulgs this Ringdom and it is ong of Half-€lvegs. Yget there is still
much bias for Half-€lves here.

| apologizg that | wgnt on a bit of a rant there. But what | have
said over the course of this article is still trug. Blatant bias
against peoplg for intangiblg factors like their racial and
cultural backgrounds arg segrious problgms that nged to bg
dealt with. You can help with this by keegping an opegn mind
whgn gou megt somegong. Po not judge them for what they were
born as, judge them by the merits of their dgeds and misdeeds.
Talk to people and segeg how they peregive the world and other
racegs and cultures. If nothing ¢lsg remegmber this: You Can Not
See With Closed €yes, You Can Not Higar With Closed Cars,
and You Can Not lsgarn With a Closed Mind.

- Brandan lachlan



(?‘) Eni‘gmas of the 0Neoon

1) Take away my first Igtter, and | still sound the same.
Take awayg my last Ietter, | still sound the same.
€ven take away my letter in the middle, | will still sound the same.
[ am a five Ietter word.

2) | have a negek
But no head.
| have a body
But no arm.
| have a bottom
But no legg.

3) I'm always quitg shy & live likeg a hermit,
then appear ungxpected for massgs to marvel at,
gou’ll sgg me in the distance dancing with rain
but if you sgarch for my homeg, it’ll gnd in vain,
too gnchanting to sge closeg-up, bg content from afar,
for my beaaty rivals that of thg neargst star!

4) There is ong that has a head without an ¢ge,
{nd thereg’s ong that has an ¢ge withoat a head.
Jou mag find the answer if gou try;

And when all is said,

alf the answer hangs upon a thread.

5) | have no beginning, | do not gnd;
| can bg warm, | am cold;
[ imprison, | surround.
Heavy [ am, bat light as well.
9 fist mag not find usg for me,
[ am malg, [ am femalg,
I gncirelg, [ bind.
I have no gnding, | do not begin.

- Jonas Prake
Please send us gour gugsses for this Moon with gour namg on a piece of paper ong of two ways:
1. Hland deliver personally to Ongx Tiger€ye (Senior E€ditor of the New Calgndale Chroniclg)

2. Send by courier to “New Calendale Chronicle”

First person fo get them all correct will receive a prize!
There mag even be a little something for the person who comes the closest!

1inswers for the Shigld Moon’s €nigmas:
1) Gold 2) Stove, Fire, & Smoke 3) Balance 4)Blood, for he is a vampire 5) 11 Memory

» There was no winner this past Moon. Please send gour guesses for this Moon! »
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