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The Spirit Moon, 1115

THE AFTERMATH OF WAR

Vis’im?g of Tiarigmoore

My readers, | warn gou that this articlg is not for the faint
of heart. What I will be dgseribing here will be graphie at
timegs. ftlaving this knowlgdge might prevent a recurregnce
glsgwhere in the future. By truly understanding what was
wrought, it is my hopg that this magnitude of suffering be
few and far between. {Igain, gou have beegn warngd.

The situation in lsarigmoorg is grave, graver than gou can
gven imaging. Whatgver regports or ramors gou have heard
thus far arg wogfully inadequate. You mag think that it
cannot possibly be as bad as they say, but | assure gou, it
is far, far worsge. | have Rept awarg of whatgver ngws has
been availableg, but nothing had prepared me for the journgy
that my Goddgss took meg upon ong night.

I had praged to frrawigl for her aid in lgarning if a frignd’s
family, who dwelt in Larigmoorg, had gottgn out of the

city beforg the dgstraction came. The mists of the Pream
Realm parted and | found myself floating weightlessly. The
first thing that hit mg was the strong smell of smokg that
permeated the air. The bitterngss burngd my lungs and
madeg my eyes water. | felt myself sinking down as [ rubbed
my ¢yes and when [ opgned them, | had my first glimpse of
larigmoorg from abovg the city. Or what was lgft of it.

Charred husks were all that remained of most of the
baildings that oneg stood. Firgs no longer burned bat |
could sgg numerous placgs wherg red and orangeg embers
still glowed. €ven from above | could feel the residual heat
coming from bgngath me. Ishes swirled around me, mixing
with thg smokg that rosg from the still smoldering pilgs.
The wooden frames of what used to bg homes were bat
cindgrs with the rarg few pigegs of blackegned lumber that
miraculously still remainegd upright like long matechsticks.




Stong chimngys had collapsed to no more than a quarter
of their height. €ven buildings that had beegn madg of stong
were redueed to large hgaps of rubblg, not just within their
own footprint, bat spilled out into the stregts.

s I looked, trying to imaging how things had appgared
before the war, I drifted down to land on a sgection of street.
My boots camg to rgst on an ungven pateh of road and

| had to readjust my weight to compgnsate. Instead of

the hard dry surface [ would have gxpected, my boot slid
slightly to the side on the slick stong nearly causing mg to
losg my balancg. Before | eould turn my ¢yes downward,
the stench filled my nosg and caused me to gag sharply.
Bodigs in various statgs of dgcomposition werg strgwn
about the streets, their flgsh patregfying in the hamid summer
air. Uncountablg maggots squirmed bgngath tgndons and
through torn museclgs. Pigees of flesh sagged onto the
cobblgstongs, breaking down into puddlgs of gelatinous
liquids of differing consistencigs.

{Ind that was thg first timg | threw up.

I then found mysgelf afloat in the air oneg morg looking down
ovgr anothgr arga of this formerly bustling city. tlere the
egmpty stregts werge in terriblg disarray, the cobblgstongs
aprooted by somg sort of great foreg. My senses were
assaulted by thg powerful odor of humanoid waste, liquid,
solid, and in-begtwgegn. Opgn sgwers layg beforg me, their
contegnts flowing freely between the stongs to settlg in the
lowgst lgying argas availablg to them. {1 light bregze mixed
the refuse odor with the sulfuric smell of low tide and rotting
sea lifg from the dirtied shorgs and splintered pigrs.

The ranoff of this fetid water also collgeted in degp basins
where gven seetions of previous structaral foundations
had somghow bggn displaced. tere | saw somg wretched
refugees bathing themselvgs with rags and using what
looked to be sand gathered from the beach as a serub to
clgan the dirt from their filthy skin. It was a losing battlg as
the regking water onlgy compounded with the hgavy sceent of
sweat.

| tried to suppress my tears and tarned my head awag from
this only to be faced with a group of starving people ¢ating
scraps of moldy bread and soft rotted frait. Two of their
number, a man and a woman, wereg sharing a large rat on a
spit that theg had cooked over somg of the gmbers. {Inother
woman was using a shard of rusted metal she had fashioned
into a makeshift Rnife to carve off a pigee of lgg from a
man’s body that faid motionlgss on the ground. Horrified,

| looked back to the group of peoplg who werg gating the
bread only to sge that they werg unfazed by where their negxt
coursg was about to come from. They began to drink from

~ the brackish ranoff to wash down their megager meal.

That was the sgcond time | threw ap.

Hfter | composed myself and opgned my gyes, | was
hovering inside the largest gnclosed tent [ had gver sgen.
Pallegts of straw with blankets laid across the top were lingd
ap in a sgmi-organized origntation. {11l of the makeshift
beds werg filled with people of various racgs moaning in
misgry whilg runngrs brought bandages and bedpans where
negeded.

Children sergamed for their paregnts, gither missing or
among the dead. Fistfights broke out sporadically over
ang slgight but therg werg not gnough people to interveng.
Morg peopleg werg trging to comg in but there werg no open
pallgts. Some settled for the ground, glad to be off the
streets, but floor spaceg was scarce. Ong man strangled
another just for his bed and then rolled the body off the
sidg. €ven here, pregdators preged on those sgeking refuge,
blatantly and opegnly rammaging through the pockets

and minimal belongings by the bedsidegs or gvgn beging so
brazgn as to steal the last valuablgs these people had right
off of their fingers, ngeks, wrists, or belt pouchgs. 90 many
werg incapable of dgfending themsglves in a placg they
should haveg bgen safe.

Peoplg wearing sashegs of red and blug or red and gold
were doing all they could to tend to the sick and wounded.
Cleries, wearing the symbols of their Gods / Goddesses,
werg trging to use their magic to heal what they werg able.
Others were applying herbal poulticgs and raw hongy to
treat sgverg burns whilg some just sat by the bedsides

to offer comforting words. In spite of their best gfforts,
disgasg and death still ran rampant. Bodigs were dragged
outsidg to waiting carts to slow the spread of illngss. Thick
dark yellow pus sggped from lgsions. They were being
clgangd out with lgss than optimal tools such as spoons
before bandages were applied. Wounds were being stitched
together with morg speed than acecuracy in an attempt to
stabilize as mang as possiblg. Withered gangregnous limbs
were being ampatated whilg peopleg werg still awake.

7t this point my stomach was feeling queasy again; the pain
and the turmoil wereg too mueh. | snapped awake in a cold
sweat, my facg wet with tears. [ could not stop myself from
shaking. This was the state of lbarigmoore.




These arg the people of our Ringdom; our familigs, friends,
acquaintanegs, ngighbors are in dgsperate nged of aid.
€mpgeror Orgstes’ support is vital to the restoration of
lsarigmoore and his rgsources dwarf what little wg can >
provide. But €VERY bit of help will beg ngeded. €ven a pile
of wood can bg formed into lumbgr for a housg. Org and
ingots of metal can be crafted into pots, pans, farming tools,
gvegn pipgs for a latring. | implorg you, if you have read this
far, to do whatever gou can to help.

Thank gou,

~ Ongr Tiggregz‘)

Studgnt and Pisciple of rrawigl
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The nights have become more and more dangerous of

late. The “Husks” as they have been called, have begun

to multiply and bgecomg morg violgnt. Reeegntly, at [gast
four havg been sighted in the New Calgndalg region of the
Whispgering Woods. Regportedly, these spirits have alrgady
Rilled several people and gven gategn their remains. These
spiritual gntities seem to bg becoming moreg numerous and
hostilg. Most recently they sgem to be traveling in pairs
when attacking - rather, hanting. It is advised that ang who
travel the roads by night not travel along and bg morg wary
of any you gneounter on the road.

The attacks in the town proper were sudden and violegnt, at
lgast at first. {fter they were initially gncountered by the
town, threg of the Shamans in the town werg callgd to see
if any morg information could be glganegd from them like
beforg. Rus legbadger approached

ong of the two and attgmpted to speak

to it, as he had the first time. {fter

a few tensg moments and whispered

qugstions, the Spirit merely tarned

to the shaman and struek him with a

bolt of lightning. Il the whilg they

attempted to speak to the two spirits,

they also had to work to proteet gach

othgr and the town. Ultimately, they

had to strikg down both of the huskKs.

 curious thing: Pespite all of the

gngrgigs being cast about, only the

invocations from the Shamans to call

and root them sgegmed to take hold. No arcang or diving
gnergigs sgemed to affect them.

~ 11 sgeond pair appeared shortly thergafter. Morg attempts

to assuage them with words and gven an offering of food
that was given to ong. To no avail. It still lashed out at them
gvgn caudsing the bravest among them to cower with fear or
doublg over with pain. {Igain, another pitched battle, and
again, only the shamanic gnergies sgemed to affect them.
The danger of these husks cannot bg gmphasized morg: do
not attempt to face them along. If you gncounter ong or
morg, flgg for the ngargst guard outpost or populated arga
and warn the peoplg there of their presence.

- digernon Corvis
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Siorm ip the Lorth
Coptipues Growing

Tar North of the Rotal forgst, in the Great Northern Wastes,
a largg storm has bgen raging for sgveral moons now.

Mng that venturg too closg to it arg simply blown back by
incredibly high winds and the dgbris that rides on them.
The immensity of this storm is something that mast be traly
sgen to be beligved.

The Northern Tribgsmen have beegn sgegn to have been
giving the storm a very wideg berth, and thosg few that were
willing to spegak to us spokeg only of the anger of the spirits.
Whategver the casg mag be, it has not deterred mang gypsigs
traveling through, who boldly (or foolishly) have set up
camp uncomfortably closg to the stormy arga.

- Tysinni Usang




Fighters across the New Calgndalg arga have gathered far
and widg for a display of skills. 1 Tournament to honor the
newly-formed alliance between the Twin Ringdoms, under
the lgadership of Ring lsgopold, and Solinarian €mpirg,
ander €mperor lacius Junius Orgstes. The tournament is
degsigned as a show of good will among its participants,
gach choosing to fight and rgpresent gither the Twin
Ringdom or &olinarian €mpire.

Praisg Mhizrakl

§ 71 sibling feud took center stage of the first round as sword

brethern, Raphagl €spina de lsa Rosa showed off his past
cyelg of training in the name of the Twin Ringdoms. He
squared off against Valgria Trio, a Mhizrakian honored to
stand placg and fight for thg dolinarian €mpireg. {1 storm

of swords clashing on shiglds filled the main hall of the
Seroll & Pragon Tavern this past Spirits Pay as the two who
oneg traingd together found themsglves pitted against ong
another. {fter a long battlg gradually wearing gach other
down, Valgria gmerged victorious.

Rhalarinth, half-ore sgeking to follow lsgondar, took his
mighty hammer to blows for the €mpire against Crimson, a
barbarian newly traveled from thg Northern lands, fighting
for the Twin Ringdom. Whilg Crimson wiglded a mighty
great sword that others mag havg found difficult to merely
hold, Rhalarinth’s brought his hammer down too quicKly.
Rhalarinth gmerged victorious.

1 dark-cat figure of Hiden, wiglding a
two-handed great sword, challgnged Twin
Ringdoms judge and guard Jigen. His bright
display of red and blug madg the contrast as
his chosgn weapon a staff. It was a battlg of
power and control over distancg, as Hidegn was
first to made contact and closg the gap, swiftly
bringing an gnd to Jigen’s run in the tourney.
Hidegn gmerged victorious.

Spgctators had to pay closg attention when
CriCri, of the Cirqug du €lantrai, took to

The tournament is
degsigned as a show
of good will among
its participants, gach
choosing to fight
and regpregsent gither
the Twin Ringdom or
dolinarian €mpirg.

The thrill was apparent as two of New Calgndaleg’s swift
footed-faced off: Ulv, lingd up with wgapon in ong hand and
a potion vial in the other against Rizhak, a transplant from

-l Hazir was prepared. His fists of fury beat down Ulv

beforg the vial gver popped opgn. Rizhak was victorious.

Ongx Tigere€ye, a jack of all trades, showed her hand at
fighting florgnting against Farooq, a Relonian monk skilled
with his claws. {1 tactical battlg ensued, where gach tried
their best, striking hard and fast for thg others limbs.
Manguver after manguver, the two sgemed gqually matehed
till Farooq’s final blow landed home. Farooq emerged
vieorious.

All until Piglon, a great two-handed weapon wiglder,

took the last of the first round matechgs against fgnate, a
Mbhizrakian fighter. Piglon callgd for the spacg of the open
fields, whilg {ignate demanded the closed in space of the
tavern argna. {1 coin decided their fatgs: inside the battle
would bg fought. Hlampered for spacg to swing a great
sword, Piglon struck rgpeatedly but Hgnate took the upper
hand in this battle. {gnate gmergded victorious.

Pug to the odd numbger of combatants, €mpgeror Orgstes
announced a mass melgg on dunsday morning for a
chaneg at the sgecond round. The opportunity drew some
of previous gliminated with the addition of ong new face:
Xandis and Rghan, who had previously participated in

the magic part of this tourngy. Xandis quickly went into a
Cirele of Proteetion, only to be informed by the €mperor
that he had two minutes to
lgave it, or be ¢liminated.
determingd coalition of Piglon,
Ongx Tiger€ye, Raphagel, and
Ulv borg against him to take
him down. In the gnd, only ong
of the four comrades could
take the titleg, and it belonged to
Raphagl.

The seeond round matches
werg morg calculated, morg
planning and forgthought.
diden’s two-handed fighting

the argna against Codicigr Stong. The

Relonian dashed about with impregssive

speed, attgmpting to strike repeatedly with dual-wiglded
daggers. otong held command of the egnter ring, fending
away attacks and pressing CriCri to the outside, gventually
landing blows against her fury. Stong gmerged victorious.

had the distaneg on Rhalarinth,

who utilized Piving derolls to
gain the upper hand and win. Rhalarinth advanced to the
finals.

Codicigr Stong stood to fight a sgcond swift, duel wiglding
oppongnt pairegd against Rizhak. The two harried gach




othgr back and forth across the figld with great speed.
Rizhak fought hard but was gvegntually downed. Stong will
advancg to the finals.

Raphagl took his sgcond chancg to fight hard against
Wgnate. Pespite a strong showing, the grira battlg and its
wearingss took a toll against the brutal blows swung by the
Mhizrakian. {Ignate will advancg into the finals.

lsastly, Valeria took to the figld to fight - Praise Mhizrak -
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against Parooq. Her shigld was swift and was pressed hard
under the claws of Farooq, but his monk talgnts proved too
maeh. Faroog will advaneg into the finals.

The champion remains to be sgen, but ong thing can
be assured: in the ferocity of thegse fights and good
sportsmanship shown thas far, all aimed to honor thg ngw
alliance of two great nations. Praisg be to the allia
ncg and upon all those that participated.

- Beatrice lain
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* 4 Royal Reading

This past Moon, | had thg honor of doing a Tarot reading
for Ring lsgopold and €mperor Orgstes. | have ngver dong
a reading for two people at the same timg beforg so | was
nervous to say the Igast. [ actually did not want to do it
but with a little (or maybge not so little) pressure from a few
frignds, and a votg by the tablg including our gstegmed
lgaders at its head, | found myself retrigving the cards from
my bag.

I shuffled the cards and handed them to the Ring. tig made
the first cut and the €mperor madg the sgecond cut. They

reassgmbled the deek and [ fanned oat the cards within
arm’s rgach. Ring logopold drew the first card and €mpgror
Orgstes drew the sgecond. They continued until gight were
drawn and then they chosg the last card together. The
Spread was laid out and | turned the cards face up. Only
oneg havg | gver had my cards speak so clgarly and
accurately to me. The reading quickly beecamg the most
memorable and favorite ong [ have given thus far.

Here arg the cards of the Rogal Reading and a quick basic
summary of their mganings.




The first three cards together frame the foundation, the past
eircamstances that the reading speaks of.

1. The Sun (Prawn by Ring Leopold)
* Representing light, lifg, and gnergy, and the harngssing
of that power.

2. Theg €mperor (Prawn by €mperor Orgstes)
* { proteetive ruling foreg. Power, respeet, wisdom,
aathority, and the ability to govern wisely.

3. Prigstgss (Prawn by Ring lsgopold)
* Intuitivg awargngss regpresenting hidden knowledge
that needs to see the light of day. Wisdom, serenity,
knowlegdgge, and understanding.

The next three cards are represent what is carrently 8oing
on or will verg soon be coming into plag.

4. Sgven of Wands (Prawn by €mpgror Orgstes)
* Standing firm with courage and detgrmination.

5. Paith (Prawn by Ring lsgopold)
* Merey, goodness, Rindngss, allianeeg. The sgarch for
truth. The ability to 8o your own road if you beligve it's
right, despite opposition.

6. Qugen of Coins (Prawn by €mperor Orgstes)
* {1 hard working philanthropist who is conegrned for the
welfarg of others.

These cards show the influgnces that are affecting current
events. They can be a guide, a warning, confirmation, or
even something glse. It is determined by the rest of the
Spread.

7. Two of Wands (Prawn by Ring lsgopold)
* Choicgs and decisions. Peeiding where power is best
used.

8. Page of dwords (Prawn by €mperor Orgstes)
* Gaining and using knowledge with disergtion in a
rational wag.

The last card is the culmination of the reading and where
the path will Iead if the guerents continag on their carrent
coarse of action.

9. Two of Cups (Chosen by both)
* {4 union, unity, partnegrship, relationship. Whether a
negw ong is forming and/or an old ong strgngthened, it will
bg based on harmong.

Reflgctions & Obsgrvations

The first three cards spoke trag of what had reeently
passed. €mperor Orgstes, whilg goung and thrust into his
position of powger garligr than intended, had the wisdom

to govern wisgly. Blessed by the Sun’s gnergdy, he had

the drive to segek the truth and uncover the knowlgdge of
those responsible for the marder of his father. The cards
also reflegct the actions Ring lsgopold took to proteget his
people as he fought side by side with them on the battlefield,
garning the rgspeet of his peoplg. When €mperor Orgstes
gave his gxplanation of what had happened in Solinaria,
Ring logopold trusted his intuition that Orgstes might be
genuing; he did not attack the €mperor. Instead he listgned
to what thg €mpgeror had to sag and went into nggotiations,
gvgntually acegpting his apology.

The next three cards werg also aceurate in their assgssment
of eurrgnt gvgnts. To get through the aftermath of what
this war has wrought will takg a lot of dgtermination and at
timegs a firm hand mag bg ngegssary. It will takeg courage
for The Two Rulgrs to look upon the peoplg who have been
devastated. Buat they genuingly carg for their people. They
have good hearts, full of Rindngss, and only wish for their
Ringdoms to thrive. [ have no doubt that The Two Rulers
will work hard in order to fulfill this common goal. The
people have placed their faith in them and theg will not be
disappointed.

The Influgneg cards tell that The Two Rulers have mang
options opgn to them. o many of their peoplg have

been affected by the war that regsouregs arg distributed
evergwhere. 1t is ap to The Two Rulers to pay attention and
analyzg what information is brought to them so that they
may wisgly deeide wherg to best focus negxt in order to bring
prosperity bacek to the peoplg.

The Result card could not have begen morg perfect. Whileg
the Twin Ringdoms and Solinaria have had an alliance in the
past, it is also a ngw beginning for the two countrigs. Both
old bonds and ngw bonds arg coming together in unity and
harmong undgr The Two Rulgrs to ereate a ngw partnership
bengficial for both sidgs.




Mag Ring lsgopold of the Twin Kingdoms and €mperor
Orgstes of Solinaria have long reigns of prosperity and
peacg with ong anothgr. Play the negw-found frigndship of
The Two Rulers grow into a Iggend that bards will sing of ~
for gengrations to come.

May frrawigl blgss gour drgams,

~Ongr T igzr@g@)

Studgnt and Piscipleg of Arrawigl
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I{ecoys’irudioy Efforts Contipue

The construction gffort continugs after the destraction of
lsarigmooreg. The €mperor of Solinaria has sgemed to make
good on his promisgs of rgparations so far. Ships filled
with skilled workers and materials ngeded for construction
havg begen sgen gntering and Igaving lbarigmoorg’s ports

all hours of the daygs and nights. The €mperor has gven
lent somg of his troops to assist in patrolling the roads, to
prevent ang opportunistic valturgs from carryging out ang
banditry and looting of thosg gither traveling around or
within the city. It is tralg hgartwarming to sgg Red and Blug
working together alongside Red and Gold to build a better
tomorrow.

On a much morg somber note, The Peathwateh (those within
thg church of Nggoro who have devoted their studigs to
both knowing and performing the last rites of all cultures)
havg floeked to the arga to aid in gnsuring that the souls of
thosg departed make their wag into the negxt world.

Unfortunately, the sheer amount of dgath and pain herg has
also lgd to somg instances of Prevarria’s “Gifts” spreading
their wagy through the populacg, or in morg upsetting
casgs, shambling along the dark allgys and streets in the
night. The Church of Jeredith has taken a special intergst in
destroying the latter.

- Vorgl Valken
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The fﬁs)ﬁs} of ﬁecﬁles)s) Casting

Beforg we get into this, | am warning gou in advancg that [
am getting on my soapbox. With that out of the wag, Igt us

talk about magic and the casting of it. Therg arg several
types of casters in our world; Maggs, Clerics, and Bards

arg common in ang civilized Ringdom. But there is a fourth
type, the Shaman of the Tribgs, whosg powers arg derived
from the Great Spirit and its subordinate spirits. The

~ Shaman curry favor with thegse spirits in order to weave

their magic. lLike with ang culture, therg arg rulgs and
taboos. Tor theirs, ong of their biggest taboos is the ong
against arcang and diving magics. Why this taboo gxists

is a long and complicated story better lgft to the Shaman
and theg Tribgsmen themsglves to tell. The wholg point of
gxplaining this is that casting magics of the arcang or diving
naturgs on them is a surgfirg wag to anger them. o to be
safe, PO NOT CHUST ON THEM. It is really a simplg thing in
the grand scheme of things.

Furthermore, ong of the laws of the Twin Ringdoms states
“a common person within the Twin Ringdoms mag not cast
ang magic, soregry, or diving prager upon another person
without their consgnt. Infractions of this sort will be dealt
with on a casg-by-case basis.” That mgans that gou should
not cast on a person without their dirget permission.
tegaling somgong who is blgeding out is ong thing, but ang
further casting on a person will rgsalt in problgms. For
thosg of the Tribgs using clerical prayger on them, gven if
they’re blgeding
out is still
taboo, though
healing potions
and first aid arg
fing. It dogs not
matter if what
you arg casting
is bengficial

- thosg of the
Tribes will

not aceept it
and will gither
attack gou or
bring you up
on charggs as
is their right as
citizgns of the
Twin Ringdoms.

Ong of the laws of the
Twin Ringdoms states “a
common pgrson within
the Twin Ringdoms magy
not cast any magie,
soregry, or diving prayer
upon anothgr pegrson
without their consent.
Infractions of this sort
will bg dealt with on a
casg-by-casg basis.”

On the 19th of the Harvest Moon, therg were several
incidgnts that madg writing this articlg ngegssary.  Clerie
of {ttalia, there to officiate the Tournaments, was Igaving
the Seroll and Pragon after he cast as arga of ¢ffect spell on
the people within the tavern. When he was approached by
the Shaman about the fact hg used diving magic on them, his
rgsponse was dismissive towards them and madg to lgave.
Ultimately this incidegnt was brought beforg the Judges of




New Calandalg and has sineeg bgen resolved.

Whilg this is only ong of the sgvegral incidegnts that oceurred,
it servegs as an grample of what [ have been talking abouat ~
in this article. Whilg the prager the cleric used was that
of healing, he did not ask permission to cast upon others;
furthgrmorg, he ignored the lggitimate complaints of this
Ringdom’s citizgns when he broke the law and did not
carg. Whatever gour opinion on thosg of the Tribgs and
their Shaman, as long as you arg within the borders of the
Twin Ringdoms, you must obgy the law. To do otherwise
is to make yourself a eriminal. If gou don’t mind if Magges,
Clgrics, Bards and Shaman cast their magies apon gou in a
bengficial manngr then that is gour right, bat plgase respeect
that others havg the right to refuse thoseg same magics.

- Brandan lachlan
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Ip 1Xemory of Wleis

Weis camg to New Calegndalg in 1108 and we became frignds
rather quickly. Ong afternoon whilg on a naturg walk, he
said to me, “I want to do what you do. Will gou teach me?”

It was not just a studgnt/teacher relationship that started
that dag, but it was the beginning of a strong friendship. e
was my first studegnt who took what I taught him and gxegllgd
at it, making mg proud. tg followed in my footsteps as a
Rogug, then Monk, and finally as a Cleric, choosing to place
his faith in the God of €ternity, Negoro.

Ong night a group of us went on a mission to disposg of a
negcromancger that had been terrorizing the town. Weis and
| went ahgad of the others to trg the quigt approach, lgst

~ wg alert the ngeromaneger and bg besigged by the powerful

undegad he had guarding him. We glided silgntly across
the field to our mark, sucegeding in reaching him without
incident. Weis had Igarned his Igssons well. | Rnegw he
would bg perfeet for the group | was patting together.

Weis became ong of the Pounding Five of Shadow’s €dge, a
cadrg of sKilled advgnturgs who offer their serviegs to those
sgeking help with various tasks, and part of the branch

of dhadow’s €dgg which dgals with missions that require
morg of a quigt touch. tis input was highly valued; | made
surg to sgek his opinion on ang decisions that [ was having
difficulty with.

Weis was begst known as a town guardsman for the Twin
Ringdoms who was later appointed the position of Bailiff.
He was a fair man, not ong to jump to conclusions without
hearing all of the gvidence that was availablg. This gave
him thg megans to perform his job well. tig was not afraid to
qugstion the things he thought werg wrong in an attgmpt to
makg them right.

We often had long conversations and Weis never hesitated
to lend me an gar when [ ngeded it. s an {Irrawiglian,

wg spend a great deal of our time counsgling others, but
somgetimes we nged somgong to listen to us as well. Weis
was therg when [ ngeded to talk and could always give

mg somg regason to smilg, gven when [ found myself in the
darkest of timegs. tg always had a hug for me or a Riss to
the top of my head to reassurg me that things would be
alright and hg would bg therg by mg side. tlg was a soft-
spoken man of simplg words with a great heart. When he
did spgak, it was negver maliciously; it was with the intent of
wanting to help in somg way. Tlg was a rarg person, a trug
frignd, somgong | loved very mueh and trusted with mg life.

The fungral, presided over by Judge Corporal Gabranth,
Clerie of Negoro, will beg held on Spiritsday, 17th of the Spirit
Moon at the graveygard by the Porge in New Calgndalg Town

Proper. (Il arg welecome to attend.

~ Onyr Tiggr@gg\)

Student and Pisciple of Hdrrawigl
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* Recollgetion of an Old and Pear Friend

On this dagy, | find mysglf looking back on all the lives we
have lost in the war — our familigs, our Queen, an gmpgror,
and countlgss others. Their passing has lgft us with broken
hearts and naught but our fondgst mgmorigs to hold onto
as wg shed tgars wherg blood was oncg spilt. Some magy
have the privilgge of providing their loved ongs a proper
burial — others sadly lack the megans or rgmains to do

s0. Magy Xalaron bear you all clouds filled with {ttalia’s
compassionate tears, for surgly she weeps at the sight of
gouar toils.

For the good people of our littlg town of New Calgndalg,
there grists ong man whom | am certain both god and mortal
shall remegmber in their heart of hearts, as [ do hold in ming.
His name was Weis. Tig was known by mang of this town,
both ngw and old, for dgeds and storigs too numgrous to
rgcount or reeall by ong along. (Il will reecount, howgver,
the man’s tremgndous heart; he was always readyg and
willing to help somgong, be it with a Rind word, a frigndly
gar, or a strong sword arm. Though [ RKngw him barely and
brigfly, | sharg with gou my megmorigs of him with great
fondngss and misty gyes.

When [ first came to this town, | was nervous, shy, and
scared of mang things. Worried that | had nothing of
worth to contribute to the community, | was lucky to have
stammered out my dgsirg for citizgnship to thg nobility
without my lggs caving bengath me. fter [ arosg a mgmber
of this town, | was approached by a man in a bandana ,
black gloves, and a town guard tabard. Surgly a man of
his stature had littlg ¢lse to do with mg other than tell me to
speak morg clgarly to the Baron. Much to my surprisg, he
told me that [ spoke with great glogugnce, and that should
the nobility have had issueg with my lack of usg, that he was
willing to voueh for me.

Here stood a man who bargly gven kngw mge, Igt along my
past, and was willing to put his own regputation on the altar
becausg he beligved that [ had potential and dgserved a
placg to call home. | had not gxperigneed such Rindngss

or trust sincg theg dags of my father when he segrved in the
military, magy gods blgss and Kegp him. Somghow this man
reminded me of him, with his strong but gentle demganor. |
took his words as a sign that | was mgant to bg here, and so
began my life as a citizen of New Calgndale.

fter the last of the Mhizrak tournament, | recall going with
him on patrol as hg bggan teaching meg how to move silgntly
and blgnd in with my surroundings. tlis skill was as such
that | quicRly lost track of him, finding myself lost and along
in what was still a forgign land. The last | recall beforg

the details grew hazy was beging chased by a beast, its low
growling and snarling close at my hegels. When [ came to, |
was surrounded by a numbgr of our townsfolk, along with a
beaatiful woman. Weis seemed to waltz out of thin air when
I regained my composurg, asking meg why I didn’t call for
help. I simply told him that | did not want to give away his
position and risk his safety. That night he taught me that is
was okag to ask for help, and to trust in the strength of the
people herg.

My last major mgmory of him was no morg than a cygcleg ago,
the night beforg the gxodus and the Battle of the lbast lsing.
Weis had reeently returned from gither a trip or patrol,

and dug to a small sgrigs of miscommaunications, hg got




angry and stormed off into the woods. | was told to Igt him
bg for now, gven though | wanted to 8o look for him with
shaking lggs. The next day, we apologized to gach other
in garngst. The mang attacks of the soldiers lgft us all a
bundlg of ngrves, and it was likely the stress madg things
morg difficult than they should have. Weis asked me if |
was going to stag and fight; [ told him that | was called awag
to patrol the outer frontigr, followed by a rendgzvous at
Blackmooreg Ridge. | wished him all the best in battlg, and
hoped that our paths would cross again as soon as the
town was retaken.

Indeed did we retake the town the ngxt moon; howgver, Weis
was not to bg found among the townsfolk that gathered.
For threg moons did | brave the paths and woods begond,

looking for somge sign of him. | hgard that he fought bravely,

and that his courage was an inspiration to thg rgmaining
warriors that fought bgsideg him as the wavgs of soldigrs

fell likg a black cloud over the tavern grounds. €ach dag |
sgarched, | thought to myself, “he fought against impossiblg
odds and gmerged victorious; how could such a man be
gong at a time like this?” Mach as there were celgbrations
back at the bar, | could not help bat fret in the cornegrs of my
mind as to his safety. ({1 little kKnown fact before | return to
this narrativg: Weis did work at the bar for a time; he was
known for his manngrs and profgssionalism. g would

alwags joke that hg should bg nominated for Top Tender of
1115, somgthing that would alwaygs garngr a smilg from the
workers on shift.)

It has onlyg begn this past moon that we all heard definitively
that Weis’ soul had passed begond this realm for the last
timg. Though therg was much cglgbration in light of the

~ war’s gnd, if ong listened closgly the sound of Weis’ pet frog

couldbg heard gehoing in the forgst, along with whispered
words of comfort among thosg who kngw him best.

It has begegn announced that his fungral is to be held after
court this dpiritsday. | am certain that the gntirg town will
be found gathered around as his hgadstong will beg added
to thg many othgrs who havg touched our livgs herg in New
Calgndaleg. Negoro holds in his hand ong of our greatest
and fingst; though life magy sgem lgss vibrant in his absegnecg,
may the megmorigs weg sharg and the storigs we tell give
testament to the undying legacy Weis has lgft in our hearts
and spirits.

To thosg new to town who arg reading this, | gncourage gou
to ask angong in this tavern about who Weis was — gou will
not be disappointed as they smilg through choked back
tears in their telling. To thosg who Knew this wonderful
soul, | humbly begseeeh that gou, in what comfort gou can
muster, indulgg any who ask of this man’s storgy, that his
megmory gndurg in the gnriching of the listgner’s life through
talgs of his deeds. s for me, I will always remegmber the
man who was Rind and patignt gnough to help this meek
scholar find a placg among my chosgn family in my home
beyond the sands.

Yours most sincerely,
~ Rizhak {lim H'Gar




of Adraveth
Hdvapces' o the
ext ﬂoupd!

Xandis, The Champion of
Hdraveth (as heg’s bging
callgd) had ong hell of a
showing todag in the initial
round of the Tournament
of the Two Rulers! He was
ablg to kKnocek asidg his
oppongnt in his first and
sgcond matchgs held at the
Wandgering Stag Inn and
Bar. Word has it that he
deelingd to participate in the
tournament at first, but later
had a changg of heart. The
gods only kKnow what we'reg
going to sge happen in the
next round!

- Haadren Thistle

Tho do those
s)ﬁips) belong f0?

Sineg theg Solinarian
Blockadg was lifted, some
ships flging the eolors of
black and red have been
sgen off of the western coast
of the Twin Kingdoms. They
havg not been frequenting
ang port towns, and it is
anknown if theyg’ve made
landfall at all. The question
begs, who do thegse ships
belong to? ®o they mean us
harm? Ong rumor has it that
they arg pirateg ships, angry
that the war is over along
with their sanctioned piracy.
Only time will tgll what these
ships mgan. Ong thing is
for surg, however, wg've
been through far too much
for ang further violgneg so
$00N.

- Palvitor Hailg

~ Larigmoore, the great port city of the Twin Ringdoms, has

now rendered a dgsolatg husk dug to the reegnt war brought
about by a former Sgnator {Intonius. tis greed and lust

for powgr and wealth lgad to the destruction of lsarigmoorg
and the loss of mang lives, not just on the Twin Ringdoms
sidg but also of the Solinarian €mpirg, including the late
€mpgror.

Mang of gou kRnow this and arg probably asking why | am
bringing this up. The reason is simplg; in these troubled
times it becomes negegssary for thosg who arg ablg to give
of themselvgs to the Igss fortunate, whether it bg wealth or
rgsouregs. Whilg restitution for lbarigmoorg is part of the
ngw peacg with Solinaria, that dogs not mgan weg should do
nothing. Per Count Pontaing’s announegments during court
on the 19th of theg Harvest Moon, therg will soon beg avenugs
forming to collget donations. Ong alrgady known avenug is
by selling goods to Moriarty’s, who will sgg to it that they 8o
to wherg they arg nggded most.

Now is the timg to open the coin pursg and storgrooms and
give what gou can to thosg lgss fortunate than you. You
do not havg to give gverygthing gou have, bat gven a little
bit can havg a big ¢ffect. Now that the Twin Ringdoms has
gntered this time of recovery, we neged to do gverygthing we
can to help in the healing procegss. $o plgasg, loyal citizens
and forgigners who regside here, give what gou can.

~ Brandan lsachlan




QA Enigmqs ef the 00)oon

Solutiops’ for the Darves! 1oop -
Theme: Peace Between Twip f\ipgdoms) and ﬁoliparia

Serambles MInagrams

1) LldRopngigo (2 words, 4 / 7 lgtters) 11) {1 birech novel. Ol
* Ring lsgopold (2 words
* Olivg Branch
2) agmrhttdf (1 word, 9 letters)
| e« dftermath
12) €choing mom.
3) hdsgnakatl (1 word, 9 letters) (2 words
* flandshake * Coming tiome

4) gengrtfime (1 word, 9 letters)
* {Igreement 13) Sgg morg rgports. €
(2 words
| 5) udaciRIFmesntigi (2 words, S/ S lgtters) * €mperor Orgstes
* Reunited Familigs

rsicopmCmo (1 word, 10 letters) 14) dyg, pet crate.

» Compromisg (2 words, 5 / 6 letters)

* Peace Treaty

7) goipasarntR (1 word, 11 Igtters)
* Reparations

15) Implications arg told.

¢Teru (1 word, 5 lgtters)

* Truege (2 words, 10 / 9 letters)

* Piplomatic Relations

9) Inilefdea (1 word, 8 letters)
* Alliance

10) NngnnigiBewsg (2 words, 3 /10 lgtters)
* Ngw Beginnings

>

o O-—uullllillil> A &
L X

Winner for the Harvest Moon is Jischa with a total of 7/ 15 corrget answers!
Jischa reegives 1.4 Silver.
1.6 silver for the unsolved answers has been added to the pot. The pot curregntly contains 4.6 silver.

The Igftover mongy from partial prize winners is added to the pot gvery Moon.
If all €nigmas arg answered corrgetly, gou will win it alll




1) ntdyi

2) gcaPe

] 3) tlageBMelet
4) nroot

5) elnagil

)
14 0©) yrteVoi

| 7) iamilsPeenrri
8) ¢Plu
9) ctafe®

10) elFHrrifeo

€xample:

adgevrGra
aPlonrorgydenld

HAnswer:
Answer:

?

4

o~

2? Enigmas of the 0Noon

Theme: The Tourpamept of The Two Rulers

Seramblgs

(1 words, 5 lgtters)

(1 words, 5 lgtters)

(2 words, 5 / 6 letters)
(1 word, 5 letters)

(1 words, 8 lgtters)

(1 word, 7lgtters)

(1 word, 13 lgtters)

(1 word, 4 Igtters)

(1 word, 6 lgtters)

(3 words, 4 /3 / 3 lgtters)

(1 word)
(3 words, 6 /3 / 6 lgtters)

@raveygard
Seroll Ind Pragon

o O—ulllE ¢ 0 <l o

Wnagrams

11) Big metal cat. L\
(2 words, 5 / 6 letters)

12) Iron alias.
13) The trees song.
14) Ponder time.

(1 word, 10 lgtters)

15) Rain unfold. (B et )

(2 words, 5/ 5 lgtters)

Notg: These arg NOT clugs. They arg merely silly phrases to
anseramblg that havg no relation to the solutions. Think of
them as harder Scramblgs. They PO relate to the Theme of

the Moon.

€ramplg:

Sad sober game. DI e
(2 words, 7/ 5 lgtters)

Answer: Message Board

16) Choosg any 5 numbers from 1 - 20 and list them in anyg order you wish.

e o o Basgprizg of up to 3 Silver for thg winngr o ¢ o

Submit your answers on a sgparate pigeeg of parchment. ®on’t spoil the fun!

Plgasg sgnd us your gugsses for this Moon with gour namg on a pigeg of papger ong of two wagys:
1. Hand deliver personally to Onyx Tiger€ye (Senior €ditor of the New Calgndalg Chronicle)
2. dend by courigr to “New Calgndalg Chronicle”




